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Ibn Bitar and the effect of the pharmacognosy tradition of
Dioscorides and Galenus on al-Jami‘ li-mufradat al-adwiya
wa-l-aghdhiya
Mohammad Reza Mirahmadi!, Younes Farahmand? Fahimeh Mokhber

Dezfuli?®

Abstract

Ibn Bitar (646 AH), is one of the greatest plants of Muslim
pharmacognosists in the Islamic middle centuries who played a
significant role in the growth and promotion of this knowledge. He wrote
one of the most important works of pharmacognosy in the Islamic world,
i.e. Kitab al-Jami‘ li-mufradat al-adwiya wa-l-aghdhiya, which can
rightly be called the exclusive encyclopedia of pharmacognosy. The
present study seeks to answer the question of to what extent and how the
Greek heritage of Dioscorides and Galenus influenced his
comprehensive book. In particular, we will emphasize whether the
information he inferred from these Greek sources are valid or authentic,
or whether they are nothing more than imitations and transcripts of
these works. By carefully examining all direct and indirect references to
these Greek resources and analyzing the data of Al-Jame’ book, the
author concludes that although lbn Bitar has imitated the research
method and writing style of Dioscorides and Galenus, he has his own
unique method of empirical studies and field observations, constantly
modifying the views of the Greeks and adding to the scope of
pharmacognosic studies using his creativity.

Keywords: Dioscorides, Galenus, 1bn Bitar, Al-Hashaish, Al-advieh Al-
mofradeh, pharmacognosy.
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