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The approach of English-speaking Orientalists
towards the recognition and prevalence of Shia Islam in Safavid Iran
Akram Abdoos!, Fahimeh Mokhber Dezfuli?, Q.Ali roodgar?
abstract
Religious conversion in Safavid Iran is one of the favorite subjects of Orientalists and
their works and opinions in this field are controversial. Some consider the change of
religion in Iran as a sudden change caused by the decree of Shah Ismail and the
subsequent strictures; On the other hand, another group, focusing on the previous
contexts of the spread and growth of Shiism in Safavid Iran, considers it a process that
gradually expanded. The present research aims to explore the views of English-
speaking Orientalists to find out what they consider to be the main factors in the spread
of Shia Islam.While Roger Sevory and Andrew Newman emphasize the use of force
and violence in the declaration and promotion of Shiism in Iran, Rudi Abi Saab, in the
face of other orientalists, has carefully evaluated the factors and contexts of religious
change in Iran, while examining the background of Shiism in Iran. Iran emphasizes the
role and extent of the influence of Jabal Aamili scholars on the establishment and
spread of Shia religion in Iranian society. This article reviews the opinions of both
groups of Orientalists, their reasons and citations.
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