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Developments in the Science of Epistolary Writing in Iran during
the Safavid Era (907-984 AH)

Mohammad Hossein Soleimani!
Abstract:
The science of epistolary writing (<Li¥/ o) refers to the teachings and
techniques related to the styles of composing official documents (letters)
and correspondence. Efforts to define, understand its applications, and
analyze its functions have always been of interest to scholars. The aim of
this research is to examine the developments of the science of epistolary
writing during the Safavid period. This study is qualitative, employing a
historical-analytical method, and utilizing handwritten manuscripts and
primary sources. The first part of the research covers the definition of
the science of epistolary writing, the general characteristics of scribes,
their teachings and material tools, as well as the uses and functions of
official dispatches, and the pros and cons of courtly practices. The
second part specifically explores the transformations of the science of
epistolary writing during the Safavid era. The findings indicate that
perceptions of the science of epistolary writing, especially educational
dispatches, evolved during this period, both from a courtly and an
ideological perspective, compared to previous eras. From the first
perspective, new courtly customs and styles emerged that aligned with
the geography of each region, to the extent that, according to some
sources, official registers were written according to regional
conventions. Furthermore, specific courtly terminologies appeared in
different regions, which were unique to each area and not used in
official documents of other regions. From the second perspective, a new
type of official dispatches emerged that can be referred to as Shiite
educational dispatches.
Keywords: Science of epistolary writing, courtly literature, bureaucracy,
Safavids, scribe, educational dispatches.
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