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Deliberation On the relationship between spiritual wisdom and
architecture and urban planning; the necessity of redefining the place of
wisdom in creating meaningful spaces: A Comparative Study of the
Traditional and Modern Urban Fabric of Yazd
Atieyh Bahrampour!/Mahmoodreza Esfandiar?

Abstract

This study aims to investigate the relationship between spiritual wisdom and
architecture and urban planning, focusing on the potential for revitalizing
meaningful spaces within contemporary design practices. Adopting an
interdisciplinary framework and employing a conceptual-interpretive
methodology, the research analyzes philosophical, mystical, and traditional
architectural texts, alongside contemporary meaning-oriented theories.
Through documentary analysis and comparative examination—particularly of
historical urban fabrics such as Yazd—the study identifies spatial components
grounded in wisdom traditions and evaluates their applicability to modern
architectural contexts. The theoretical framework is informed by Islamic
philosophy and the views of thinkers such as Mulla Sadra, Seyyed Hossein
Nasr, René Guénon, Henry Corbin, and Christopher Alexander.

Findings suggest that, within wisdom-based traditions, space is not merely a
physical construct but a metaphysical field for the manifestation of meaning,
connection to cosmic order, and experience of transcendence. In contrast,
contemporary architectural approaches often neglect this spiritual dimension.
In response, the research proposes five strategic directions for reestablishing
the role of wisdom in spatial design: (1) initiating the design process through
inner purification and intuitive insight; (2) developing a pattern language and
traditional architectural knowledge base; (3) reimagining urban regeneration
through the lens of practical wisdom; (4) critically reviving indigenous design
models; and (5) enhancing spiritually-oriented urban planning at the macro
scale. These strategies necessitate a transformation in architectural education,
a redefinition of the architect’s role, and the integration of rational, intuitive,
and spiritual dimensions into the design process. Ultimately, the study argues
that wisdom offers a regenerative link between form, meaning, and human
experience in contemporary architecture.

Keywords:Meaning-Based Urbanism, Wisdom-Based Architecture, Wisdom
and Architecture, Creating meaning, Yazd.
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