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The functions of the interaction of reason and religion in the revival
of Islamic civilization
Mohammad Dehghani!/Mehdi Jalalvand?/Karim Abdolmaleki 3

Abstract

Islam has consistently emphasized the fundamental role of reason in
religious epistemology while outlining the path for civilizational
development and progress. Within this intellectual framework, the
relationship between reason and religion has remained one of the most
challenging discussions, encompassing a spectrum of views - from
complete rejection of any connection to belief in an inherent,
evolutionary relationship.

This analytical-historical study demonstrates that the flourishing of
Islamic civilization rested upon four essential pillars: 1) reliance on the
Quran and Sunnah as identity-forming foundations; 2) recognition of
reason as a valid tool for religious understanding; 3) establishment of
faith upon rational foundations; and 4) critical engagement with Islamic
intellectual heritage. Historical evidence confirms that during Islam's
golden ages, the constructive interaction between reason and religion
harmonized scientific discoveries with divine teachings while expanding
intellectual discourse. The dynamic system of ijtihad (independent
jurisprudential reasoning) served as an effective mechanism enabling
Sharia's adaptability to temporal changes.

The findings of this descriptive-analytical research indicate that reviving
this interactive model today could establish the foundation for a new
civilization - one that remains faithful to authentic Islamic principles
while effectively addressing contemporary global challenges. This
approach positions the revival of religious rationality as an
indispensable prerequisite for any civilizational renewal in the Muslim
world.

Keywords: Civilization, religion, tradition, reason, revival.
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