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First Contacts between Muslims and Buddhists and the Ways Buddhism Influenced
Islamic Culture: With Emphasis on the City of Basra

Hamed Navidi Kashani' | Mahmoodreza Esfandiar?

Ramin Yalfani?

Abstract

This article examines the earliest historical contacts between Buddhism and Islamic culture
in the early Islamic centuries and the ways in which Buddhist elements permeated Islamic
culture, with a particular emphasis on the role of the city of Basra. Employing a descriptive-
analytical method, this study addresses the question of how initial interactions between
Muslims and Buddhists, facilitated through trade routes and scholarly centers, led to the
transmission and reinterpretation of Buddhist elements within Islamic culture, and what
factors made Basra a hub for these exchanges. The findings indicate that these interactions
began during the Parthian and Sasanian periods and were further strengthened in the early
Islamic centuries through trade routes such as the Silk Road and cultural centers like Basra
and Taxila. Translated texts, such as Bilawhar wa Budhasaf, reflected in Shiite and Ismaili
works, and the presence of Buddhist scholars in academic centers like Taxila and Baghdad,
were among the primary channels for this transmission. Basra, due to its strategic location
near the Persian Gulf and access to maritime trade routes, became a center for cultural and
religious exchanges, playing a pivotal role in the reinterpretation and integration of
Buddhist elements in Islamic culture, particularly in the realms of Sufism and ethics.
Thematic similarities between the ascetic teachings of Islamic Sufism and Buddhist
concepts, such as detachment from material desires and contemplation of life's
impermanence, highlight the indirect but profound impact of these interactions. This study
underscores the capacity of Islamic culture to absorb and reinterpret foreign ideas, offering
a model of peaceful coexistence and intercultural dialogue.

Keywords: Muslims, Buddhists, cultural influence, Silk Road, Basra.
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