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An Examination of the Role of Culture and Art under the
Khwarazmshahs, with an Emphasis on the Persian Language*”
Mohammad Hassan Rahimian !

Abstract

The history of the Khwarazmshahs was overshadowed and obscured by
the tumult of the Mongol invasion. Most historians recorded little about
them beyond mismanagement and tyranny, since they were neither
favored by the supporters of the Abbasid caliph in Baghdad nor
welcomed by the Atabegs, the remnants of the Seljugs. However, a
thorough examination of the sources reveals that the Khwarazmshahs—
both the earliest, such as Anushtegin, and the last, such as the
wandering Jalal al-Din—were remarkably supportive of scholars and
men of letters, as well as powerful patrons of the Persian language. But
what led these Turkic-speaking rulers to undertake such an endeavor?
This study argues that the Khwarazmshahs, in order to preserve their
legitimacy and prestige against the surviving Seljugs and to construct a
strong cultural base in opposition to the Abbasid caliphate, actively
supported scholars and literati and promoted the expansion of the
Persian language. Their political motives were exemplified in the
appointment of ‘Ala’ al-Mulk Termedi as a claimant to the caliphate,
while their patronage simultaneously gave rise to unprecedented works
in Persian. The result of this Persian renaissance was the preservation
of the language in one of the most significant domains of Turkic
influence. Yet the catastrophic Mongol invasion cast a dark shadow over
this bright era, bringing destruction and oblivion to all, including the
cultural centers of the Khwarazmshahs.

Keywords: Khwarazmshahs; Persian Language, Culture , Arts, Mongol
Invasion.
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