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Abstract

The sea is the most important factor in the formation of maritime power, and the main
pillar of maritime power is the navy, which is the main tool for exercising power at sea.
Achieving maritime power and sovereignty can help maintain and secure borders as
well as increase economic and political power. In the western region of the Islamic
world and North Africa, despite the presence of seas and waterways, the navy held a
high position, and the governments that came to power in those regions had special
plans for security, trade, and naval battles. The Almohads were among the states that
succeeded in expanding their rule in the Maghreb and Andalusia in the sixth century
AH. Factors such as the vastness of the Maghreb region, presence in Andalusia, and
connection to the coasts made it necessary to pay attention to the navy. The Almohads
had emerged from the depths of the Atlas Mountains, but due to the geographical
conditions and existing requirements, they realized the importance of seafaring and the
navy. This research, with a descriptive-analytical approach, will answer the question of
what position the navy had in the political and military structure of the Almohad state?
By examining the sources, it seems that the Almohad government, given the existence
of sea routes and connections with Andalusia and the Christians, was forced to have a
navy. Accordingly, they turned to a navy to maintain their power and interactions.

Keywords: Navy, Almohads, Maghrib, Andalusia, military-political structure.
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