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The Historical Transformation of the Urban Fabric of Najaf and the Shrine
of Imam Ali (AS) (From Emergence to the Contemporary Period)

Seyed ahmad aghili!

Abstract

Najaf, as one of the most important centers of Islamic civilization, was
established twelve kilometers west of the Euphrates River, yet its location
was unfavorable for living for many people. However, after the burial of
Imam Ali (AS), this deserted wasteland gradually attracted the attention
of his devotees and lovers. Over the centuries, numerous schools and
libraries were built around the tomb, and Najaf evolved into a center for
the study of Shiite theology and doctrines within Islamic civilization.
Today, the city hosts one of the most important educational-religious
centers of Islamic civilization, known as the "Najaf Hawza" (Islamic
Seminary). This article revolves around two main discussions: First, it
addresses the origins and aspects of Najaf's emergence in Islamic
civilization, focusing on the formation of the Shrine of Imam Ali (AS)
alongside the initial urban fabric of Najaf. The more significant
discussion of the article examines the evolution and influence of the Shrine
of Imam Ali (AS) as a catalyst for the transformation of Najaf's urban
fabric within Islamic civilization from its inception to the contemporary
period.The present article emphasizes that the Shrine and Mausoleum of
Imam Ali (AS) had a profound impact on the historical transformation of
Najaf's urban fabric. Accordingly, employing a descriptive-analytical
approach, the article seeks to provide a reasoned answer to the question:
What is the relationship between the Shrine of Imam Ali (AS) and the
developments and changes in the urban fabric of Najaf? More precisely,
the primary research focus is a historical examination of the
transformation of Najaf's physical fabric—the shrine—and the influence
of the shrine on the urban fabric of Najaf within Islamic civilization (up
until the pre-contemporary period). The final conclusion of the research
is that one of the most important factors for the growth and prominence
of Najaf in Islamic civilization is the urbanity and socio-cultural relations
established there, which were influenced by the formation of the shrine.

Keywords: Shrine of Imam Ali (AS), Najaf, Urban Fabric, Historical
Transformation, Islamic Civilization.

1. Associate Professor, Center for Islamic Sciences and Persian Literature, Isfahan
University of Technology, Isfahan, Iran. a.aghili@iut.ac.ir
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