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History Education as a Pedagogical Tool in Islamic Thought: A Comparative Study of
the Views of Al-Jahiz (160-255 AH) and Ibn Sahnun (202-256 AH) in the Abbasid
Era.

Abolfazl salmani gavari'/ kasra karamvandi’

Abstract

The role of historical science within the educational framework of Muslim scholars during
the Abbasid era, particularly in connection with pedagogical and social objectives, remains
an underexplored subject in studies on the history of Islamic education. Previous research
has predominantly focused on the political or narrative functions of history, paying less
attention to its role as a formative educational component. Accordingly, the central
problem of this study is to elucidate the fundamental components underscoring the
necessity of teaching history within the intellectual frameworks of Al-Jahiz and Ibn
Sahnun and to examine the underlying socio-educational objectives inherent in this
conception. This research employs a historical methodology and a descriptive-analytical
approach. Data were collected through documentary and bibliographic methods via direct
study of the primary works of these two thinkers—such as Al-Jahiz s Al-Bayan wa al-
Tabyin and Ibn Sahnuns Adab al- Mu allimim—alongside other primary historical and
educational sources, and were analyzed qualitatively. The findings indicate that both
intellectuals regarded history as an essential element in the educational curriculum, yet they
exhibited significant differences in their perspectives and pedagogical ends. With a
rational-critical approach, Al-Jahiz considered " general history and studies related to
"religions and sects as tools for expanding intellectual horizons, fostering critical thinking,
and strengthening social cohesion within a multicultural society. In contrast, Ibn Sahnun,
emphasizing the " history of Arab warfare, pursued an identity-forming and defensive
approach. This approach aimed at cultivating a responsible, courageous generation

committed to Islamic values by modeling the foundational narratives of early Islam.

1. Assistant Professor Department of History, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, University of
Tehran, Tehran, Iran. (Corresponding author) af soleymani @ut.ac.ir
2. Bachelor's Graduate in History Education, Farhangian University Tehran, Shohadaye Makkeh
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