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The Relationship between Contemporary Arab Historiography and
the Orientalist Disourse, with Emphasis on the Approach of Jawad
Ali

Hamid karamipour! IAbolfazl salmani gavari?l jaseb abdolamir akaab?

Abstract

Since the nineteenth century, Orientalism has exerted a profound
influence not only on linguistic and cultural studies but also on the
methodologies of Arab historiography, eliciting diverse responses from
Arab intellectuals. While some have critiqued it as an instrument of
hegemony and a vehicle for the misrepresentation of the Orient, others
have sought to incorporate its scholarly achievements into their own
research. Within this intellectual landscape, Jawad Ali, one of the most
prominent Arab historians, endeavored to provide a more rigorous,
objective, and historically grounded account of the Arabs in his seminal
works, such as Al-Mufassal fi Tarikh al- ‘Arab qgabl al-Islam (A Detailed
History of the Arabs Before Islam) and Tarikh al-‘Arab fi al-Islam
(History of the Arabs in Islam). Drawing upon a descriptive-analytical
approach, this article examines the historiography of Jawad Ali. The
findings indicate that while Ali was well-versed in Orientalist
methodologies and data, he maintained a critical stance toward their
reductionist and ideological presuppositions, thereby adopting a
nuanced, dual-faceted engagement with Orientalism. By privileging
indigenous Islamic and Arabic sources, critically analyzing Western
narratives, and developing the concept of isti ‘rab (Arabization/Arabicity),
Ali sought to reconstruct Arab history from a more localized and scientific
perspective, a contribution that distinguishes him significantly among
modern Arab historians.

Keywords: Orientalism, West, Arab Historiography, Jawad Ali, Arabism.
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